Prayer
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God is the way maker, you be the peacemaker!
Globally, divorce and domestic violence is up on average of 30%, higher in some
places. Law enforcement says that is that domestic calls were the biggest outcome of
the pandemic lockdowns. And they weren’t all spousal, a lot of it was just people not
getting along at home.
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[Mat 5:9 KJV] 9 Blessed [are] the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children
of God.
We are called upon to be peacemakers first in our homes, then in our church then in
our communities.
Because the truth is we don’t know what people are going through – and we can
make it etiher better or worse through our behavior.
Being a peacemaker is a behavior we are to demonstrate in order to be identified as a
child of God. Listen if there is always fussing and fighting and drama around us – the
chances are its US not everyone else. And if we are causing fighting, fueding and
fission we cannot call ourselves the child of God.
So we will go through some foundation to what a peacemaker really is and then look
at 3 steps you can do to be a peacemaker.

3

Peace Between Sinners and God
Jesus came to be a peacemaker between sinners and God.
Eph 2:13 -19 KJV Read slide
Lets take the scripture in context – he isn’t talking about a tumultuoius situation or a
state of anxiety in this passage – he is talking about separation from God the father
and how Christ was peace and preached peace to us who were far from him. And
that is because of THE enmnity.
Eph 2:16 KJV - And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby:
Enmity is a feeling of hatred, but is also frequently translated the cause of the hatred,
in other words sin.
Modern translation of enmity “is actively opposed to something”. Christ came to
remove the opposition in us to God which is caused by sin. And in that we are now at
peace with God and he with us.
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This is not a feeling, rather a spiritual condition of agreement vs opposition.
So if Jesus was a peacemaker between sinners and God (in other words he brought
agreement between sinners and God) , we know we are to model that behavior
through the preaching of the gospel and the blood of Christ.
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BUT JEUS DIDN’T COME FOR PEACE!!!
The word does not contradict itself so we don’t need to be afraid of it when we take
it in context.
Mat 10:34 NIV - "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did
not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn " 'a man against his
father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law--a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.'
Doesn’t say he came to bring violence – but it doesn’t say he came to bring alignment
to the earth because the earth is temporal. He came to bring the sword, meaning he
came to bring the word of God.
Against – to cut in two, sever
NOTE: None of these relationships violate when God joins a man and woman
together, let no man put them asunder, including the man (woman) in the
relationship.
He is severing them from worldly relationships and relationships/devotions that take

5

prominence over an individual relationship with God. (remember love God and hate
father and mother)
Peace (modern) – harmony among men, exemption from rage and war – these are all
temporal or earthly. But remember we are talking about a spiritual condition. So
while there may be natural separation due to the word, there is spiritual alignment
with the word.
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Jas 4:4 KJV - Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.
So he brings the sword (Word of God) not to join us to the world and bring us into
peace or agreement with it, but to separate us from the world, or be in opposition to
it.
You can be opposition to something, enemies with something and still not treat them
badly.
Mat 5:44 KJV - But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you;
The division is from us to the world, not us from each other in the church….
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We are Called to Fight…Just not with Eachother
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Our fight is with Satan not Saints
Rom 12:10 KJV - [Be] kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour
preferring one another;
Rom 12:10 NIV - Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves.
Understand – there is no age limit on this. Just cause someone is younger than me
doesn’t mean I can treat them as a servant or be disrespectful. Honor father and
mother has no age limit either.

Honor/prefer - "to go before and lead," is used in Rom 12:10, in the sense of taking
the lead in showing deference (submission and respect) one to another, "(in honor)
preferring one another."
You can disagree and still be respectful.
1Co 3:3 KJV - For ye are yet carnal: for whereas [there is] among you envying, and
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
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This is why Jesus came to bring the sword, to divide us from the envy, strife and
division of the carnal world. If the church looks like this – what is the point?
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Our fight is with Satan not Souls
Eph 6:12 KJV - For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high [places].
2Co 10:4 KJV - (For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strong holds;)
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Daryl Davis – gifted with wisdom
https://www.npr.org/2017/08/20/544861933/how-one-man-convinced-200-ku-kluxklan-members-to-give-up-their-robes
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Forgive
[Col 3:13 NIV] 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
Sounds easy right? Its actually really hard when you are angry. And if anger is your
first response to things, you aren’t using it correctly. Emotions are a tool given to us
by God and Jesus showed us how to correctly use all of them.
Most times when Christ got angry it was in defense of something, the temple, the
woman washing his feet, the children who approached him. Anger is a defense of
others. And that is how we need to use it.
So we have to make a choice, a decision to forgive completely, immediately and
LETIGO. Forgiveness is not a feeling. It’s a choice. If you want a feeling…
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[2Co 13:11 NIV] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration,
encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace
will be with you.
It’s easy to focus on what people do wrong or that annoys you, but focus and tell
them what they do right. Cause truthfully, as much as they are getting on your
nerves, you are getting on theirs.
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[Jhn 14:27 NIV] 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
[2Th 3:16 NIV] 16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and
in every way.
When you ask God to give you and your house, church and community the peace
promised, you are asking to bring your mind, house, church and community in
alignment with him under the blood of Jesus.
When has the blood of Jesus ever failed?
When you ask, you are coming into agreement with His will in a situation – and his
will is peace for us in this world, in spite of what the world is doing around us. And
peace with eachother even though we are always going to be people.
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Then you practice peace
[Col 3:15 NIV] 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
[Heb 12:14 NIV] 14 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy;
without holiness no one will see the Lord.
We have to make the effort to live in peace. Its up to us to dictate the atmosphere
we are in.
So forgive, encourage and pray so we can be in peace and remember blessed are the
peacemakers because James 3:18 says when they sown in peace they reap in
righteousness.
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